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Background: A majority of patients with STEMI present outside of regular hours. As a result, their care is delivered by a call team which may have 
fewer resources available than during normal business hours. For cardiologist performing PCI, one marker of efficient delivery of care is the time from 
the patient arriving on the catheterization table until the time of the first device (table to device time). We hypothesized that the table to device time 
(TDT) was longer during off hours as compared to regular hours.
Methods: 559 consecutive STEMI patients who were treated with primary PCI at our institution between 01/2006 and 07/2011 were analyzed. 
Patients were divided into those with PCI performed during normal business hours(7am-6:59pm, n=239) and off hours (7pm-6:59am, plus weekends 
and holidays, n=320). Baseline demographic and procedural information was collected, including table to device times. ANCOVA test was used to 
compare means.
Results: Baseline characteristics of the groups were similar. There were no differences in the prevalence of prior CABG, Killip class, infarct related 
vessel and intubation prior to or during the PCI between the groups. Mean TDT was not different between the two groups (34 min for regular hours, 
32 min for off hours; p=0.16).
Conclusions: There was no significant difference in the TDT between patients presenting during normal hours and those presenting during off 
hours. This provides reassurance that current practice does not delay treatment for STEMI patients during off hours.
Baseline Characteristics
Number of Patients
Normal Business Hours
n=239
Off hours
n=320
p value
Mean age in years 64 63 NS
Females(n/%) 67(29%) 81(26%) NS
BMI(kg/m2) 29 29 NS
Prior CABG(n/%) 8(3%) 14(4.3%) NS
Killip Class
I
II-III
IV
Unknown
177(74%)
35 (14%)
9 (3%)
18 (9%)
252(78%)
38 (12%)
15 (5%)
15 (5%)
NS
Infarct Related Vessel:Bypass graft(n/%) 3(1%) 7(2%) NS
Intubated prior to Procedure 17(7%) 28(9%) NS
Intubated during the Procedure 13(5.4%) 17(5%) NS
Table to Device Time:minutes(95% CI) 34 (31.4- 35.9) 32(29.7-33.5) NS
